
Boston, Massachusetts 021 07 Telephone 61 7-9 

August 16, 1976 
Vic to r  A. McKusick, Tl,D, 
Chairman, aepartment of Iledicine 
The Jof;ns Hopkins Univers i ty  School of  Fle 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Dear Dr. TJlcKusick: 

I am w r i t i n g  t o  express my a p p r e c i a t i  
l a s t  Fr iday  on t h e  i s s u e s  r a i sed  by D r .  13ernard Davis. I was very  
much i n  ea rnes t  when I s a i d  t o  you t h a t  a dec i s ion  t h e  o the r  way 
--- t o  d e c l a r e  po r t ions  o f  h i s  t a l k  o f f  t h e  record --- would have 
s e t  a very  r e g r e t t a b l e  precedent f o r  t h e  Short  Course, and by 
very p l a u s i b l e  extension f o r  o t h e r  s c i e n t i f i c  meetiny-s where 
c o n t r o v e r s i a l  t o p i c s  a r i s e ,  

It would be very d i f f i c u l t  t o  explain t o  my e d i t o r s  why The 
Globe should send me t o  a meeting where p o t e n t i a l l y  t h e  most  news- 
worthy developments could be declared o f f - l i m i t s ,  As a ve t e ran  
now of t h r e e  Short  Courses, I th ink  t h i s  would be  most  unfor tuna te ,  
not  on ly  f o r  nyse l f  a s  one of t h e  r e p o r t e r s  p r iv i l eged  t o  a t t e n d ,  
but  f o r  my readers .  Fo r  ne, t h e  Short  Course has provided F r i s t  
f o r  many l a t e r  a r t i c l e s  a s  we l l  a s  f a s c i n a t i n g  and u s e f u l  news 
s t o r i e s  during t h a t  week i n  -4uyus-b. Ferhaps more important ,  t h e  
course has c iven  me t h e  background and t h e  con tac t s  t o  w r i t e  about 
gene t i c s  more a u t h o r i t a t i v e l y  and respons ib ly ,  I hoye, than I could 
otherwise have done, Because gene t i c s  i s  beconing ever more c e n t r a l  
i n  medicine, t h e  course i s  an even more item on my agenda than it 
was s i x  yea r s  apo, when I at tended my f i r s t  one, I n  a very  r e a l  
sense Bernie Davis 's  r eques t ,  had it been granted ,  would have 
diminished t h e  va lue  of t h e  meeting. 

I do understznd Prof ,  Davis 's  r e se rva t ions  about d i scuss ing  
s e n s i t i v e  i s s u e s  wi th  t h e  p re s s .  I have found i n  dez l ing  wi th  most 
wary s c i e n t i s t s ,  however, t h a t  t h e s e  r e se rva t ions  can u s u a l l y  be  
resolved i n  a s p i r i t  o f  candor and good f a i t h .  I an s o r r y  Prof.  
Davis does n o t  understand t h e  dynamics o f  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  nor 
t h e  i n p l i c a t i o i ! s  of h i s  attempt t o  p lace  p r i o r  r e s t r a i n t  on repor tage  
of an otherwise open meeting. None of  u s  would have r e l i s h e d  w r i t i n g  
an a r t i c l e  about - t h i s  fundamental i s s u e  t h e  o t h e r  day, bu t  we a l l  
agreed we would have f e l t  compelled t o  d o  s o  i f  t he  dec i s ion  had 
gone t h e  o t h e r  way. Such a development would have confirmed sone 
peop le ' s  worst f e a r s  and g r o s s e s t  d i s t o r t i o n s  o f  what he i s  t r y i n g  
t o  say,  I'm a f r a i d .  And it might have made it  f a r  more d i f f i c u l t  
f o r  Bernie and o t h e r  s c i e n t i s t s  t o  engage i n  d i scuss ion  of t h e  i s s u e s  
he r a i s e s .  

I f o r  one am very happy t h a t  did not hapyen, and I thank you 
for your p a r t  i n  t h e  successfu l  diplomacy t h a t  aver ted such an 
inc iden t .  I look for i -ard t o  t a l k i n g  with you i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  and 
t o  a t t end ing  more Short  Courses i n  t h e  e x c i t i n g  years  ahead. 

c c :  E'zs. Dorothy Davis 


